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Ghr uffer d. for us » Jeauing WS an 
_ that = ſhould follow his Steps, © 


Who did no Sin. 


'H E Subject of our Sa Me- 
Geations on this Blefled Day, is 
our dear Redeemer's Paſhon ; - and the 


himſelf fo, as to become Obeilient to Death,* 
even the Death of the Croſs ; and the 
Preaching of this Croſs, though (as St. 


Fooliſhneſs,yet he alſo afſures us,to ar many 

as. are Saved, it is the Power of (50d. '\. 
\Now that none of Us'ſhould be: 

found in the number of thoſe, who 


Ctrine of aCrucitied Saviour,but-rather 
that we may jall be wile to»Salvation,; 


laſt moſt bitter _ of it, his humbling Philip. 2. 


Paul tells us) To them that. 'Periſh it 28-n Cor.1 


Periſh by fooliſhly deſpiſing the No-, 


wyl R. by : 


A Sermon Preached before ; 


by meekly adoring this Power of God, 
and the.wangdous Depths of Divine 
Loveinit; 'ahd by rightly applyine the 
unſpeakable Fruits of it to our ſclves, 
onr "Church has taker att. imaginable 
care to repreſent it to us in the mot ſe- 
rious and efhicacious manner, and to fix 
it firmly on our Minds and Conſcien- 
ces, by frequent andaftectionate Reffe- 
titions of alt its Parts and Aggravations. 

So that if we ſhall refleft on the 
whole Annual Circle of our Publick: 
Devotions, ©'twere'eaſte to obſerve;that 
our Saviour's Sufterings are therein oft- 
ner reiterated, and more in proportion, 
- 1ndifted on, than perhaps any other Ar- 
| ticle of our pure and undefiled Religion : 
Our Church in this, as in all things elle, 
exactly following the Blcefled Patrern 
of the firſt, and purett Ages, as they 
did the Goſpel of Chriſt ; which ſeems 
to diſpenſe, and meaſure out/to us, the: 
benctits of all har "2a Truths, even of 
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his Glorious Reforcettion, it'lelf;: onty 
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according:as wo ſhall ky: hald on the 


"Merits of,;-and- be'/conformabltyts his 
Death:.'! For fv, among many other 
Scriptures to the like 
That if-we 4ave bras! 
Tihenefs of bis: Death ; if ib,:and upom rb 


urpoſe) we read, 
& tagerber in the 


other terms, then we ſhall be alſo planted Ron 


4n 'the hkeaufs of bes Rejurrettion... 3\ ©10: 


Wherefore in-order to: this; .ard-to 
Pr 19 2s at this time, the 'Pathon of 
Chriſt with the greatey Solemnity; well 


did the Church Ordain; 'Tharithe.cex- 


tain Period of our Regular: Abſtinence, 
and Repentance every Year, ſhould 
immediately..go. before this 
Seaſon 5; wilely judging,-..therfeverd(t 
Mortifhcations H our ſelves, to be: the 
beſt Preparations for-our' meeting; wot- 
thily our Lord dying, ': ahd riſing/again 
for us; and that ſ©me more than ordi- 

nary Method of Zealous Piety, - and 


Stricter Retirement. from the World, 
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our Private: Contemplations, as well as 


.of .Nivine Offices, 'the like nob enjoin'd | R 


our Memories this one-charming Truth, 


C 
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-and/Commemoration ſo-.Sacredi': |: -,;, You 
. Nay-farther yet; When the very Day 


of his dying did nearer prong ſhew Jth 
what. ought to. be. the chief Matter af fe 


Publick Worſhip:, - during the whole 
Week preceding,(which has been there- 
fore remarkably. honour'd with the Ve- | of 
nerable Name: of | The: Holy Week, ). has | in 
not -our'Excellent Liturgy, Day by Day, | tl 
without Intermiſhon, with a Succeſſion | al 
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us:in'any other Week of the ' Year, | tl 
continually repeated and inculcated on 


'Lhat-our Lord; cant Love, was Crucified? 
SQ that. ſcarce any thing elſe has all 
this while ſounded: in our Ears,in theſe 
Holy Places, but ſorne. one or ather ſtep 
of our Saviour's. {ad,. and dolorous pat- 
ſage to. the Field of Blood; till now: at | 
length: we are brought. thither, —_— 
Y? £4 e |- 
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he very Day, when He cried out, It is 
uſh'd,.and gave up the: Ghoſt. 

We having been ſo lately conducted 
 Ithrough this wholeſome courſe of Se- 
xf fverities and Contritions, all teaching us 
s Ito Die to Sin, as our Lord Died now 
e for our Sins; I cannot but believe; that 
- | what had been elſe the proper Buſineſs 
- {of the Preacher on this Das, is already 


vw | 


that You are all come hither tenderly 
aftected with a deep Senſe, and melting 


| Remorſe, for what Chriſt ſuffer'd;. as at 
this time in our ſtead. 


Hearts are thus. already touch'd.from 
above, then all. that is left for me to 


me WW MD RM 


> | much in raiſing, as in directing to the 
> | beſt Uſes, Your Devout Afﬀections al- 
. | ready rais'd : To conſult. together with 
- | You, in the. Fear of GOD, how all this 
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in great part here done to my Hands ; 


Ir. John 
I 9. 30s 


And if, by G O D's Grace, Your: 


| do, will be only to affilt You, not fo. 


| Grief, and Sorrow; which fo deſerved- 
ly 
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ty: —E Your Souls, -ma become 4 
true Chriſtian Grief, and FIT ea) ws 
How by Degrees we- may advance itþs 
into ' Spiritual Gratitude, Hope, Love$c 
Zeal, and Full. Aſſurance .of Faith, and -4 

at laſt into. Foys unſpeakable, and fall + 
Gly: Which, as ſure as God is true,þ 
will come to pals in the event, if we h: 
ſhall make his precious Death and Paf. 
ſion;'not only theſteady Object of pur 
Belict and Admiration in thoſe parts of 
it, wherein we cannot imitate-Him ; 
but alſo of our unwearied Imitation, ſe 
and conſtant Practiſe in thoſe Things, 
wherein he /eft behind him an Exanple, 
for us to follow his Steps. 

Soyoulce itis, thatmy Text inſtructs | 
us , in the only f {aving way of: Con- 
templaring our dear Lord's Sufferings ; 
that we ſhould conſider them not only 
in themſelves, and their Cruel and La- 
mentable Circumſtances, but in their | : 
Gracious Ends, Influences and Powers: | 
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s $45 Chiilt, was the. Perlon Suffering ;. as 
we jufer'd Js much, andias he faffer'd for 

- iths ; For 4, as an unvaluable Randfom 
veto atone GOTYs Juſtice, that we may 
adfdie;on it ; For w, as'an unblameable 
'Hforiginal of Meeknebs, Holineſs, Charity, 
je,knd Reftgnation to the Will of GOD, 
yefhat we may Copy after it. 

if] In theſs few Words therefore, we 
wrÞehold our LORD's Pathon diſplay'd. 
fo our View, in its brighteft Glory, its 
condeſcending Humility, its moſt obli- 

1, [ging Endearments,and its principal Ules. 

s, Firſt, -4 mae bg thar it was Locke Eh 
» [who /uffer d; Fefws the Chrift;the Chriſt of God, te... 
; noay po J7, thmgs, wo Lord con Giver 3.” 
s þf Life: That the {ame Perſon, who was 
Anointed a King to Govern the whole 

- | World, and Ordain'd a Prophet to Teach 

7 | ;, ſhould be allo Conſecrated a Prieftto 

' 
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acrifice for it, Himſelf being the Oblatron. 
; 'Fhat isthe Second, and was the Low- 
- | neſs of Bis Humility; which is here fty- 
Y £798 led 
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[| ed His Suffering: Expreſſing, in one word E 
His patient enduring all that Miſcryy'andſ. 
| Torment, which notonly the Malice: of 
| wicked Men, orthe Rageof Hell difapP* 
| pointed by Him, but the Wrath of GO! 4 
provoked, could inflict on Him, not i” 
the leaſt on His own Account, but _ - 
| | for our ſakes. 
Which next follows, and is the moſt . 
endearing part of all, that He ſuffer d forts; 
45; the Creator for the Creatures ; tha 
— Fuſt for the Unjuſt; the Judge for the Crif” 
$ | minals: - Yet for us, loaded with all this 
| | Weight of our Guilt, and with all theſq'” 
juſt Cauſesof His Prejudice, he /ufered,forf 
our Juſtification, for our Salvation; butt? 
in the mean time, and in order to thatÞ® | 
for our Example! = 
And laſtly, The Excellency of the Ex4|. 
ample, he has left us to follow, is ſpecified i 8 
{uch an eminent Inſtance, that He did no". 
Sn, as would indeed make us utterly. tol, - 
deſpair of ever following it, were it not[/, 
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the: KING and QUEEN. 
rd for his Grace ſtrengthning us, his Mercy 
Forgiving us, and his Spirit ſupporting 
- Ss: All whichhe has faithfully promis'd, 
® ind no Guile wis ever found in hu Mouth. Cy > 
ap The firſt Particular inmy Text , Where- 
an the Grace of our LOR Ds Paſkion i iS 
| \FPagnifr'd, is, that the Perſon now ſuffer- 
| Ng was the Chriſt of God. | 
I need not hereftay.to enumerate di- 
Rindly the many High Prerogatives, and 
G a 
hi lorious. Ilations, whichare heap'd 
Wy this great Perfon, as he was the Chriſt, 
wy broughour the Holy Scriptures; where- 
” He was the Alpha, and Omega, the Be- Rev.1.8, 
pmnng, and) the Ending ; firſt' the Myftte- 
, then the Manifettation; that to the 
Ee viſh Church under the Law ;- this to 
he winle Workkahder the Gopel. 
It may fuffice,. that. — this in- 
ard Book, Heicamp aply-dechar'd. to be, 
wo hat the Author to the Hebrews:has Di 
nely contradtcttintofew!wordsdThe Son 
of Gate Ties appar Gut, —_ 
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Hebr.t. 


Verl. 3 


of all Things; The Lord of Gloryz The wr 1B: 
rightneſs of his Fathers Glory ; Fhe expreſil.,c, 
Image-of hu Perſon, py ow Grace and Truth$y,, 
by whom. He made t , upholding ah 0 
Things by: the Word of his Power: All un 
conceivably ſplendid, and triumphangye 
Attributes; and al theſe directly tend; a 
ing to, and. chiefly exercis'd in,. our Parys;, 
don , and Peace. For. ſo it For: Ito 
follows, that. when by-humſelf bets 
our Sins, then, andnot. till Any: e fats re 
down onthe Right Hand of the Majeſty onHlightly 
This then was he Chriſt, appointed be- la 
fore al "Time, coming in the-fulneſs off; 
Time, ſent. from the Boſom of his Heal, 
venly. Father, by his Death to raiſe us| 


| Fea the Death af. 'Sin 3; whereof :ourſh, 


firſt, and Temporal Deith; \wasthefatal vi 
Conſequenee ; ;..and our ſecond; Eternal 
Death, . had beeg. clic. oy kveparable Pu; 
aiſbmeitcc.;) ty 2113 & d 

A'Deltgnvhis.vas: of Pity and Com- N 
a ho Heir Depth, "Ha nd\P 


readth 
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TFBreadth, wereſo Incomprehenſible, that 
nothing leſs conld be ſufficient, than an 
Infinite Wiſdom to contriveit,and Power 
afto eftect it, and Love to accept of it. 
nj By thisone Adorable Counſel, Hea- 
ven and Earth, that were themſelves fo 
aſtly diſtant, and whoſe diſtance our 
AySins had widened ſo much more, were 
[ Ito be join'd, and for ever Reconciled: 
A Mercy andT ruth were to meet together, Righ- 
#Fteouſneſs and Peace to kiſs each other : There 
Iwas to bean Atonement on the one part, 
Ca Forgiveneſs on the other: Satisfadtion 
OAwas to be made by the Free Sufferings 
aJof a Man ; Salvation to be beſtow'd'/by 
iSthe Free Grace of GOD. Wherefore 
ulboth Natures, the Human, and the Di- 
All vine, were tobe Unitedin one Chrift. © 
| And ſince GOD was pleas'd to dig- 
UJnific our Mortal Condition, ſo highly, 
by this near Conjunction, he made our 
n-I Nature in his Chri/t, as Glorious, and 
1) Perfect, as it was capable to be. 
h C 2 | The 
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© ThePreparations for his Appearance, 


the Signs that forctold him, the Won- 
ders that made way for him, his Perſonal 
Pertections, his Teaching, his Actions, 
his Sufferings, did all exceed all Mea- 
ſures of Human Greatneſs or Benig- 
nit 

$0 Sacred was his Authority , that 
all other True Divine Teachers, from 
the begianing of the World to his Birth, 


though they had gone before him in 
the Fleſh, yet received their Power, and: 


Commiſſion from him by the Spirit. 


Whatever Wonders they wrought, 


whatever "Truths they taught , all was 
done, and fpoken with relation to him, 
and in ſubſervience to his Religion. 

We know, that not only he himſelf, 
but even his Types, Forerunners, and 


Shadows, had many of them, the Privi- 


lege of working Miracles, the Gift of al- 
tering the common Courſe of N ature, 


and controuling the ſetled Laws of the 


Creation, 
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the KING and QUEEN. 13 
Creation, as they pleas'd. The Prophets 
had it : Moſes had it above All others. 
all} Yet they all had it only with depen- 
s, | dance on him, and by a Titlederiv'd from 
a-f| him; asthey were his Figures, Miniſters, 
og. and Subſtitutes; to prepare, and enable 


the World, by Degrees, to receive this 


at | Great Myſtery of Godlinefs, God manifeſted  .... 
m Þ} in the Fleſh , This laſt, and univerfal De- + *< 

1, ff claration of Life, and Immortality brought » Tim. 
nÞ io Light in the Goſpel by Him, the Mefhas. = * 
dil 1 know that Meſfias cometh, who is called 

tf Chriſt; and when he i come, he will teach us 


t, || all things, faid the Samaritan Woman in 


is || St. 7obn the 4th, and Verſ.25. Andin 
1, | the fame Chapter ſaid many of the $Sa- 

maritans, Now we have heard him our ſelves, 
f, | we know that this is indeed the Chyift, the Sa- 
d || wiour of the World, Verſ.42. And the 
i- | fame St. Zobn, who loved him moſt, and 
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St- John 
1. 41, 


'Colol. 2. 
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The Meſfias, (lays he) #, being interpre- 
ted, the Chriſt.: 'The very Meſfias, whom 
the Zewi/hb:Nation, all the Wiſe, Devout 
and Inſpired part of.it ; all the time it 
was a True Church, ſo earneſtly expect- 
ed, and deſired ; as he was to be after- 
wards alſo the Defire of all Nations. 

They long before beheld him, though 
but darkly, in the Viſions and Intimati- 
ons to their Fathers, the Characters and 
Infpirations of their Prophets, the Veils 


of their Ceremonies and Sacrifices, the 


Ornaments of their Temple, the Office 
of their High Prieſts;which were all,as the 
Law it ſelf was, only Shadows of good things 
to come, whereof He was the Body; they 
had all a borrowed Meaning, and My- 
{tical End; they were all fixt on the 
Great Meſfias ; by Him they were Il- 
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luſtrated ; and in Him alone they were 


all Conſfummated. 

By the United Expectationof the Fes 
all along, according to the Prophet Da- 
nels 


m_ a 
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niel's Prediction, and no doubt by a 


{ right Tradition, antienter than that, their 


Meſfias was to appear after the. Capti- 
vity, and before the Deſtruction of their 
__ and Nation. They themſelves, 
juſt then, when Chriſt came, did in- 
ſtantly, and every Moment,  expedct his 
coming. All their Circumſtances agreed 
in that time: All their. Deſcriptions con-- 
center d.in his Perſon : All their Prophe- 
cies than gave. over; the End of them 


all being-in him once obtain'd.. And 


| that People has ſince had no more viſible 


Communion with GOD, which had fo 


8 much before. 


 TheScepter was not to-depart from Jadah, ce.4g. 
wor a Law-Giver from between his Feet, . till © 
Shiloh /howd come: The Scepter juſtthen 
did depart from Fudah : Their Temple 
was ſhortly, after deſtroy'd ; . and their. 
Nation, irrecoveraþly hitherto ſcatter'd. 
Wherefore, ; this-our Chriſt muſt Infalli-. 
bly havebeenthe ſame with their Sh/ob,. 
—_— :: their: 
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their Meſſrs. He, Untowhomthe gather fe 


Vertn®: eng of the People was to be; He, towards]'T 


whom all the Antient Ages of GOD'gg. 
Church before him,did look forward,andÞl P. 
upon whomall the Ages of it ſince, naveſB 
look'dback: The former Times to fore4(. 
tel him; the later Times to reveal him ;{fr 
both to Believe in,and to be Saved by himf ſi 
alone ; for which end, andwithrefj n 
to him, all the Miſeries and Joys of Eter-fw 
nity it ſelf, are provided,andaccordingty;f» 
ſhallbediſpens'd, to puniſh thoſethatRe- 
jet him, toreward thoſe thar Obey him. 

Theſc;and whatever other fuch, mag- 
nificent Expreſſions of Excellency, the 
Holy Scriptures have attributed to our 
Lord, as he is the Chriſt ; as they arcall 
on the one ſide, ſo many evident Te- 
ſtimonies of his Eternal Power and God- 
head ; foon the other, ' they ought to be. 
efteemed as fo many Marveltaus De: 
orees,and aftoniſhing Amplifications of 
the Merciful Condeſcention of his Suf- 
terings, 
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the KING and QUEEN. 17 
terings, which is -my next particular. 
as This very Chriſt ſuffer d. 
. If any ſhall now inquire, from what 
Period of Time we may juſtly date the 
veſt Beginning of his Paſhon ; without all 
(Queſtion, his Sufferings took their Riſe 
from the very firſt Moment of his Af- 
fuming out Fleſh: Since for the Eter- 
nal Son of GOD only to become Man, 
was infinitely to ſuffer : That He, who 
was in the Form of GOD, and thought it ng Pip: 
Robbery, but his inviolable Right, to be ' 
equaPwith GOD, ſhould be made of no Re- 
putation, and take on him the Form of a Ser- 
vant, and be made in the Likeneſs of Man. 
He was made in the Likeneſs of 
Man. Was not that aninexpreſſible De- 
baſement of the Glories of his Divini- 
ty? But, as if that were not Obſcuri- 
ty, and Degradation enough, to that is 
added, his ttooping down to the low, 
and abject Form of a Servant. The great 
GOD' of Heaven, who is otherwiſe. No 
D v Re- 
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- Accepter, or Reſpetter of Perſons among Men 


6al2:6. nor does he prefer the higheſt before the 


loweſt, upon any inequality of our Con: 
ditions here below ; yet, when hehim 

ſelf was toput on our Humanity,he the 
became,zs it were,an Accepter of Perſons 
on the other ſide, and choſe to appear in 
the vileſt, and moſt deſpicable State a 
mong the Children of Men ; which is, 
that of a Servant, and the being made 0 
no Reputation. Liv 
Thus,with his very taking our Nqture, 
did his Syfferings begin ; and thence were 
continued through all che humble Cir- 
cumfſtances of his Birth, and Kindred,and 
Converſation; througha Life of Poverty, 
Simplicity, and Selt-Denial; and as the 
Evangelical Prophet deſcribes him, As 4 
* Manof Sorrows, acquainted with Grief ; def- 
pifed and rejetted of Men: Till he came at 
length ro that, which ſtill deſerves Em- 
pharically to be calF'd, His "= ; when 
afflicted, to 


rel 4 he was allo. ſmittenof God, a 
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the RING and QUEEN. 19 
| his dreadful Conflict with GOD, and 
\ F himſclfin the Garden, and his Sweating 
Dropsof Blood there; to the Buffetings, 
| the Revilings,the Scourges, the Spittings, 

the tontradittion of Sinners be endured : The 
| Cruel Infolency ofthis Enemies;the fierce 
Rage of the Superſtitious Fews; the Ty- 
rannous Scorn of the Romans; the'Theives 
..| Crucit'd with him; the Murderer pre- 
ferr'd before him; the Gall and Vineger 
given him to Drink; the Nails - in. his 
Hands; the Spearin his Side ;- the very 
Auguſt Name of King,objected to him in 
Contempt; the Painful and Shameful 
af Crown of Thorns put on his Head, with 
Isnominious Mockery: And, at laſt,that 
inutterable' Torment darted into his very 
Soul immediately from GOD himſelf, 
f which compelltd him for a time, almoſt to 

Deſpair,. and to- fink under its Weight. 

Surg Weare,tamade him cry out, My God, 5. was 
mod, why ef, then forſaken me? 
.. In that black and dilmal Moment of 

' D 2 his 
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his expiring onthe Croſs, what infuppors 
table Suffering muſt his have been, whi 
could. even appear to ſtagger ſuch a 
Faith,. and eclipſe his Aſſurance of the 
Preſence and Love of his heavenly Father ! 
| How many Deaths, and extream A 
Foniesof Death muſt he then have felt! 
. When,” as the. Prophet TJaiah-fays, The 
$3: Lord1aid on him the niquity of us all: - And 


+ Sr.Pet, 


2.24 as St. Peter here exprefles it, He his own 
felf bore our Sins in his own Body on the Tree ?. 
And not only ours, but the Sins -of the 
whole World ;. ſince. St. Paul has. alfo 
taught us-in his own Perſon, that every 
Sinner,as ſuch,carriesno leſsa Load about 


with him, than-a whole Body of Death ! 


Certainly the. bare- mention- of. our 


Ros. Lord's thus ſuffering, though ſo plainly 


1 related, could not but convince any in: 
difterent,. and unconcerrd- Perſon 1 
ling by, that. never any-Sorrom-was like-Bis 
Sorrow. But there is ſtill ſomething more 
behind, that methinks ſhould neyer per- 
| mit 
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mit-any of the Sons and-Daughters of 
Men to pals it by as indifferent, . and'un- 
concern : And that-is the-third part - 
of 'myText, He fufer daH this for us.” 

. For us he ſuffer d:For hinhſelf he could ;.,. « 
not die: Death i the Wages of Sin, and 
the ſting of Death # Sm. Death could > 5 
have-no'Bominion vet him on that ac- - 
count : He did no Sim. . But if any of us - 
ſhall fay fo of our ſelves, The Truth 15 not - 
#1. Wherefore for us, or which is all 
ne, for our Sins, .in ourplace, he ſafer d. - 

All-Sin muſt be acknowledg'd to be - 
#breach of the Wiſe, Holy, and Upright 
Faw-6f GOD: And for every breach 
of- fuch-a Law, a-fevere.Puniſhment is 
due, -unleſs fome-fitting Expiation te þ. 
made. And that He only could have. 
perfortm'd. ' Gould any other Creatures+ 
foe us? -Alas! all their value bears ng 
proportion «0 \ſeith #*Fortkcjcare.. How: 
ever; '\ujetr 4s-they are; wehad nor right. 
to uſe them tothatpurpoſe, ſince GOD- 
eullli alone, . 
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lone, notwe, hadthe: Propriety in them 
efore. Nor could we our ſelves have 

' made an Equitable Satisfaction: Alas! 
Were it.not for this Redeemer, ; we had 
wanted an Atonement not only for ou 
Iniquities, but for our beſt Righteoulnels 

Wherefore ſeeing neither We, out 
ſelves, nor any other for us, could con 
tribute any juſt Price towards our Re 
demption; to-whom could we have re: 
courle 2: Whither ſhould we flee. .fo 

: Tm. Refuge, but to that one GOD, and on 

** Mentor between GOD and Man, the Man 

Chriſt Feſus ? Flee to him we did.not 
neither : Nor could wefirſt ; rather he 
ſought usout, found, overtook us flee- 
ing from, him. In that deplorable Con: 
$:1us dition the. Good Samaritan had Compaſſion on 

'*33 42, WEltring in our Blood, in our Sins 

* that required his Blood ; Ty bind Up OUT 

Hors Wounds, and heal our / hg rand. dove, ef 

* free: Freely it muſt Oye ÞGEns 101,904 

at alk... | $4 2 21:4. 01 
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emf. Thus for us, incompalſs'd with. innu- 
J merable Frailtics and Corruptions ; con- 
I taminated with ſo many Pollutions of 
ad Original and Actual Sins;blacken'd with 
ſo many repeated Ingratifudes towards 
af Heaven : For us, finful Men. Men! ſin- 

ul ful Duſt and Aſhes ; Worms and no Men ; Piaz. 

vl (for ſo the Scripture accounts of every 

> Sinner ; condemns him. to. have loſt the 
rex very common Privilege of being a Man; 
xj which at beſt is nogreat Matter to boaſt 
of, as Man has made himſelf: For Man 

an does but walk in a vain Shadow, whereas Pal33. 
ot Sin makes him worſe. than a Shadow ; 
if worſe than the very Beaſts that periſh; and 
-j of Beaſts. the moſt contemptible, even 
n-Ja Worm of the Earth:) However, for 
fs, in this dejected and depraved Con- 
dition, Chriſt undertook , Chriſt ſuffer d : 
x4 Not only became our Interceſlor, our 
if Pledge, our Ranſom, our Surety ; but. 
| our Propitiatory Offering, our Bloody 
| Sacrifice; to gone for w, by undergoing. 
bamſelf the Divine Vengeance, What. 
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What ſhall weſay then? If ourLord's 
_ Suffering in this terrible manner, was able 
. to ſhake the whole Frame of the Vift- 
ble World, asitdid; if it coulddiforder 
.the very Inanimate and Inſenfſible Parts 
- of it, though they werealtogether Inno- 
cent of its Guilt : If it could rend the Veil 
of the Temple, andfplitthe Rocks, and 
_ darkentheSun, and overſpread the Face 
of the Earth with thick Darkneſs; and 
openthe Graves, and make Dead Bodies 
ariſe, and walk abroad: What powerful 
Effect then? And, What irre{titible In- 
fluence ſhould all this have upon us ? 
Who, in as much as we are all Sinners, 
had but too great a ſhare in being the 
'Caules of his thus Sufer:inp. 

"What paſſionate Relentings, What 
vehement Defires, What fervent Long- 
ings ſhould the Remembrance of all this 
excite in our.Souls towards him? What 
Carefulneſs; yea, What clearing of ohr 
ſelves; yea, What Indignangn; yea, What 
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Fears yea; What Zeal ; yea, What Revenge, 
againſt Sinand Iniquity, that occaſioned 
all This? What Reſolutions of better Obe- 
dience; What Vigilancy, What Prayers, 
What Tears, What Vows for the future 
ſhouldit Solemnly engageus in, againſt 
thoſe our Tranſgrellions, which colt him 
ſo Dear, no leſs than his Immaculate 
Blood, and weigh'd down for a Time. 
his Righteous Soul into Hell ? 
Thus Chri/t Suffer'd for us, to pay an 
Ineſtimable ee: ior our Demerits; and 
by his own Merits, to make us Sinners 


acceptablein the Sight of God, who :s of 


purer Eyes, than to behold Iniquity. 

But, - may we now ſafely conclude 
from hence , That the whole delign of our 
Redemption, was abſolutely finiſh'd be- 
tween God, and Him, and Us, merely by 


his Suffering for ts? Yes, entirely,as to the. 


Meritorious part of it, -tho'wethould all 
bews Ire of Ne: eolicence, Or Preſumoti ON, 
on that Accdunt: For there 6itl re- 
FL mains 
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mains enough to be done on' our part. 


His ſhare was in Truth, All in All;F 
and All inevery Part. It was completely 


to purchaſe Salvation for us. But then 
muſt begin, and then only can begin,our 
ſhare, whichis ſtill, ToWork out that Sal- 
vation. So thatalthough, all our Work- 
ing can only proceed on the ſure Founda- 
tion of his Purchaſe: Yet withal, it muſt 
indiſpenſably proceed thereupon. And 
ct usnotbedeceiv'd; if, as we are told, 
even our beſt Working in this Life, cannot 
be without ſome Fear and Trembling,W hat 


will our not Working at all be? 


Conſider T beſeech you, 'The Free 


Grace of our LORD's Redeeming Man- 
kind by his Blood, The Blood of the New 
and Everlaſting Covenant, as large anddit- 
fuſive as it is, yet can be of no_Conſe. 
quenceto us in Particular, but to aggra- 
vate our Condemnation forneglecting it, 
unleſs we not only Accept and Appre- 
henditby Faith, but Embrace and Che- 

hs. riſh 
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, riſh-it with a Living Faith. And then 
11] Faith only lives in an Evangelical Senſe, 
'Þ not only when it Breaths and Profeſles, 
but when it Moves and Works, then it 
moſt Lives, whenit Operates Vigorou- 
| fly in a Conſcientious Obedience to his 
4.4 Precepts, and -a Diligent and Dutiful 
1,. | Conformity to his Example: Which is 
i& | the Reaſan, my Text afſigns, of our 
\d | LORD's Suffe fferin s for us, that he might 
4 || leave us an Example,and we ſhould follow his 
»t | Steps. 

We know there are ſome, that call 
themſelves Chriſtians, who rejeCting the 
great Fundamental Doctrine of our 
LORD's Suffering for us, as a Propitia- 
tory Sacrifice, allow no other End of 
| his Coming, and Living, and Dying in 
the Fleſh, but that he might ſhew us the 
way to Heaven, by his Teaching, and 
t, Example 


I need not, in this Audience, ir 
to. confate this: or to prove Chriſt's 
| & x 5 having 
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. they ſhall be found divided, neither of 


having been a Real Sacrifice, and the onf 
ly ſufficient Atonement for Sin, by hin 


m5 ſelf once offer d: Since in the whole Te 


nour of the Goſpel, eſpecially in $ 
Paul's Epiſtles, and that to the Hebreys 
this Truth feems to be fo perſpicuoully 
confirm'd. Only let me add, his being 
offer'd to GOD, as our Sacrifice, was 4 
thing ſo Neceſlary, that without it, i 
Vain had He been propoſed to us, af 
our Example: Both theſe great Inten 
tions of his Suffering, being ſo inſepara 
bly Mixt and United, that whereve 


them wan be Effectnal. Chriſt could ne 
ver have been to us a Pattern of He 
lineſs, fuch as we could have had thi 
leaſt hope to follow, had Henotalſo beef 
a Propitiation for-our Sins. And th 
Propitiation will prevail with the Right: 
es Fudge of all the World, only for ſuc 
as, in ſome Degree, or other, ſincerel 
Practice after his Pattern. 

Upor 
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Upon no leſs, norany other Conditi- 
8 ons, has He undertaken to cleanſe and reſ- 
Te us from the Guilt and Slavery of 
our Sins, but only, as we ſhall ſtrive 
| to exerciſe that Capacity, which He has 
alſo obtain'd for us, of following the Steps 
. F of his Graces. 
T It muſt be Confeſsd, without his 
. Righteouſneſs imputed to us, we can 
never be Julſtift'd in the Sight of God. 
| And his Righteouſneſs is never impu- 
I ted to any, but only thoſe, by whom 
4 cither, in Deed, or in Will, it is Imita- 
.ted. I fay, not only in Decd, but in 
Will, becauſe our Gracious GOD, who 
worketh in us both to Will, and to Do 
{of his Good Pleaſure, is ſometimes 
A .pleas'd, To accept the Will for the Deed : 
1.4 Butneverſo, as thereby to give us any 
h,.4 Incouragement to come ſhort of, ar 
oh £9. omit the Dccd, 
I fay then again, ourBlefied LORD 
can never beacomfortable Example, lat 
_ only 
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only tothoſe, for whom He was a Sacri- 
fice. And He never ſufter deffectually 
forany as a Sacrifice, but ſuch, as unfeigay 
edly deſire, and endeavor, to make Him 
their Example. TS 
This being granted, that it highly con- 

cerns every one that calls on the Name 0 
Chriſt, not only to truſt in Him as our Re- 
deemer, but to follow Hu Steps as our 
Example. It will next bevery well worth 
our while to examine carefully, where 
we may find an accurate Copy of that 
Example: In what Holy ground we are 
to ſearch, for the Genuine Marks of thoſe 
Heavenly Steps we are to treadin. ; 

| Forthat, theGreek Word in my Text, fic 
whichis tranſlated Example, may ſuggeſt fb 
to us a certain Rule of Direction in this I] tt 
whole Matter: 'The Word is#=y0uwn that DE 
is, ſuch a Type, Preſcript, and Original I t 
Draught, asis left usin Writing, whence | t] 
we may tranſcribe it into our Lives. 

S0 that you ſce, St. Peter was not con- 
tent 
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ri. 
[ly] changeable, traditionary Doctrine of our 
&Þ Lords s Example; but ſuch a One, as be- 
imJing at firſt taken as near the Lifeas could 


of las indeed every. part of it is demonſtra. ' 
-Fbly to be ſhewn in the Holy Word of 
GOD, which is our fix'd Standard of all 
Truth and Goodneſs, and next to 5 
refjand. His Spirit, our only Infallible Guide 
atNof Faith and Manners. 
ref 'This, ſays our Apoltle, is the Exam- 
ſcplesHe has left us,: for you to follow: Con- 
Fhendir firſtinto our Truſt, and our Re- 
t, cording, who were Eye- witneſſes of all, 
{t by us to be faithfully tranſmitted down 
is Ito you, the Saints ofall Ages to come. An 


Example moſt Holy, and moſt Wor: 


at 
al J thy, both of our and your Imitation, in_ 
m | 


that He did no Sin. 

So my Text proceeds to make out the 
Perfection of His Example. Burt here, 
alas! 


tent toleaveusa mere uncertain hear-ay, 


be, was then written down, once for- 


Hall finiſhed, and once delruered to the Saints, * Jude 
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may be, if we ſhall do what weare here 


ſelf our other Infirmities; yet, Sin was ex- 


. cepted. He was a ſpotleſs Example to us' 


alas! wemuſt ſtop, when He'rook on Hint 


of Holineſs: But fuch' as we can never! 
be to one another. *"Twere Blaſphemy 
inusto imagine, that wecan ever be Ex- 
empt from Sin in any Degree of Equa- 
lity with him : Well were it for us, if 
we might be fo, in fome Degree of Re- 
{emblance to Him. a | 

And let us not Deſpair, for that we 
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advis'd, and what, through His Grace 
we may do: If we ſhall ſtill have im 
if our View, and Write, and Speak, and 
Live after the perfect Copy of to great a 
Maſter; and itedfaſtly follow his Steps, 
though it beonly, aShis Friends and Ac- 
quaintance followed. him to the Croſs, 
afar off. However, if we{hall keep his 
Example unmovcably before our Fyes;' 
and perpetually ftrive to Walk anſwer. 
bly to it ; then, whatever weſhall Do,' 
Or 
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f or Speak, or Think well, though very 
imperfectly, he willaccept; and, where 
through Human Weakneſs, weſhall fail, 
J he, outof the inexhauſtible Riches of his 


own Mercy, will fupply-all the Good 
that is wanting, and pardon all the Ill 
that remains. 


An Example ſeems to be ſome viſible 


Image, orſenſ{ible Pattern of ſomethi 
extraordinary in its kind ; ſo exhibited 
to common Obſervation, that others may 
direct their practiſe by it, and learn to 
excel-in the fame kind. 

And great is the force of Examples: 


Great on both Sides ; either in leading 


us to Good, or ſceducingus to Evil. 

_ By common Experience, Examples 
are found to have tar greater Influence 
onthe Minds.and Actions of Men, than 
the moſt Excellent Precepts fingly deli- 
yer'd. 


- Examples have a Natural, Living, and 
vigorous Efhcacy, -by Secret and Fami 
| liar 
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Commands, or Intreaties, or Incourage- 
ments by themfelves can reach. 


Whilſtthe Wiſeſt Laws can only ore: 


{cribe and require Obedience, by threat- 
ning Puniſhments,or promiſing Rewards, 


| good Examples do more ſoftly affect the 


Paſſions, and captivatethe Imagination, 
and gently frame the Will to themſelves: 
Convincing Mens Underftandings, that 


the Good ought tobe done by the brighe | 


luſtre attending all Goodneſs, when 
brought into Example ; andalſoproving 


toour very Eyes and Senſes, that it has. 


been:doneby others, and therefore may 
be done by us, if it be not our own 
fault ; and ſhewing the eaſieſt Method, 
and moſt graceful Manner of doing it. 

Sincetherefore inall things relating to 
Practiſe, Examples have ſo prevalent an 


Authority, much more than any other Þ 
way of Teaching;letme ſeriouſly pam 
- mend | 
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liarCharms, they are generally wont to 2 
infmuate much- farther, than the beſt 
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mend to you all, the following this moſt - 
ConſummatePattern of our Lord, andthe 
being made like to him, above all other - 
Examples : ADuty ſoIncumbent on'all - 
Chriftians, that our very firſt Taitiation 
into his Faith, our Baptiſm obliges usto 
5 i; as the diftinguiſhing Badge and Cha- 
© | racter of our Holy Profefhon. 
1, Andlet meaffure you, Great, Happy, 
:  andi1lluftrious, would foon be the Bene- 
CY fits of fuch an imitating Chriftianity : 
Such as ſhall Teachus, in thefirſt place, 
moſt ftudiouſly to imitate Chri/t himfelf; 
andnexthim, his Diſciples, Apoſtles,and 

firſt Companions, To be followers of them, 
according to St. Pau/'s Rule, concerning 
himſelf, as they were of Chrift. 

- This would undoubtedly make us - 
| Diſciples of Chriſt , according to his 
own Heart, who has declared himſelf - 
. to be not only the Trath, but the Way, 5 Joth 
the Truth, and the Life. 
+ This would ſpeedily take offour Minds 

: F 2 from 
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from-eager Diſputes, and. fierce. Emula-Y 
tions; and. employ themabout plain: 
and unqueſtionable_'Truths. and Duties. 
This would quickly abate much of the 
vehement and tumultuous Spirit.of Zeal, 
but increaſe. the. temperate. Heat:, and 
uſeful Fire of it.. This would ſoon al- 
lay and ſweeten all that Sharpneſs, Sow- 
erneſs, and. Peeviſhneſs of. Conſcience, 
which ſo generally prevails, and change 
it into: a Conſcience void of Offence to- 
wards. God and Man... This would in- 
cle Men rather to be innocent, and 
holy themſelves, by conſtant: looking 
towards Him,” who was ſo, than:to find 
fault curiouſly,. or to object ſubtily. a- 
gainſt others :: Rather to-be induſtrious 
in doing well, as He did, than to be 
critical in blaming what others do amiſs. 
This, in ſhort,.is the beſt. way to re- 
ſtore thePrimitivePawer of the Goſpel, 
by. reſtoring the: Primitive Method: of 
its wonderful Riſe, Increaſe and Progreſs. 
| | This, 
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; 'Phis, in ſtead-of making 


Febly 


reduce. S peculation-into Practiſe. 


ublick View and Notice, and by con- 


And whereas nothing. can be. a greater 

Scandal. to. any Church, 
| | Members of it tobe Rigid in their Cen- 
e | ſures of others, and yet looſe in their 
own Examples ;. 'Fhis- would: make the 
- | Lovelineſsof our Examples to correſpond 
| 8 with, and.even- to-adom the Beauty.of 
J Churches Doctrines and. Precepts. . 
| Give me leave. tourgethis yet farther, 


For You thus indefatigably to.Copy af- 
terthisBlefſed Example ofour Lord Chri/t, 
were the certain means for You ro-prove 
the greateſt Bleihngs. to: the whole Nati- 
on wherein You live.; that.is, toþecome . 
* Good, as well as Great Examples to it: 
JF You I mean,. many of. whom GOD has. 

$ placed: 


all Practiſe eva- 
in Speculation, would more fv 


& | This etaey) bring Religion more into 
t, 
4 uence more into Credit and Fathion. 
L 
N 


than: for the. 


witha ſpecial regard to You ofthisPlace.. 


ne 
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placedin fo high a rank of Dignity and v« 
-Honour inthis World, that whither YoulſSth 
will or no, whatever You do, Your Pre 
'Atiſe cannot but be a:-powerful Examplt 
to others. Ht 
Wherefore, in the Name of GOD, 
let us all raiſe up our Thoughts, and 
make our Imitation Afpire and Aſcend 
towards Him, who the Author and Fi. 
niſher of our Faith; who has Aſcended os 
High, and has led Captruity Captrue, and 
has recer'd Gifts for Men; yea, for the 
Rebellious alſo ; That the Lord God might 
not only teach us by his Doctrine, but 
awell among us by his Example. . 
To this End, we all have, or may 
have in our Hands this Blefſed Book of 
the New Teſtament of his Blood. Here 
only is to be found, St. Peter's wma, 
theuncorrupt Original, and native-Conm- 
lineſs of his Holy Life and Death. 
Hence only let us take it, as fromapure 
and unmixt Fountain. Let us oftenre- F 
volve 
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U volve in- our Minds, and Imprint: 
ity this unerring 1d of him on our 
Hearts. - Let us inceſlantly- Cor 
Meaſure, Judge of, and Correct 
Thoughts, Words and Actions, accor- 
ding to the ExaCtnefs of this Model. | 
As-we {ſhould always Adore, and - 
Worthip all his inimitable Praiſes and 
PerfeCtions ; fo let us alſo imitate all his 
imitable Graces. . Let us moſt imitate 
thoſe of them, that are moſtfitted to otfr 
peculiar Conditions. So let us imitate- 
themaltogether, that our Zeal for-ſome 
of them may not make us. averſe from 
any of the reſt. 
So let us obſerve his Mortifications, 
as not-to- neglect his Charity. Nor kt 
our.Love of his Communicative Good- 
neſs: exclude our: Obſervance of his (6- 
Vercr yrs rn Rather let us- care- 
tilly le them- all in'our practiſe, :4S 
ot $ipw 7 ' Ashe did,tet us: harmo- 
S | gd Joyn the good Duties of Society 


At = CT &E QA” CA 


%F . I I Th LY *] 


with 


_— — OO WIG —_A— 


. A Sermon Preached before .... © 


with thoſe -of Retirement.; the private Þ - 
Devotions of Solitude with-the Diſtri-.Þ * 
butive Virtues of Converſation. F 3 

Thus; .in-every Step of his irreprova- | * 
ble Life and Death, we ſhall not failto FÞ 


-  meetwith ſomething excellent, andmoſt.ÞÞ 


. proper. for us:to trace out, and deline- 


ate:1n every Step of ours. When we 
tind him in the Stable, or the Manger, 
have we not his great Humility? When 
if} the Throngs, and Afſemblics-of the | 
City, his Mild, Charitable, and Blame ' 
leſs Behaviour to ſet before our Eyes? 


; Whenamong Publicans and Sinners, his 


oentle Gravity, and winning Authority 
in reproving Wickedneſs and Licentioul- 
neſs: Whenwith the Scribes and Phariſees, 
his avowed-contempt of proud Singula- 


rity, 'and cenſorious Hypocriſie: When 
inthe Temple, his fervent Zeal: When 
in his Journeys;by Sea or Land, his go- 
ing about doing good: When alone-in 
the Wildernels, his unaffected Sanctity, 


and Y 
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'Þ and meck Severity A, _ where = 
- have his Innocency, his Temperance, his 
| Modeſty, his Aﬀability, his Juſtice, his 
* Mercy and Univerſal Beneficence. 
+» Bur, 'as this Day moſtrequires, ſince 
| we have now ſeen him in his Agony in 
| the Garden; (in the Judgment-Halt Ac- 
--cugd and Condemn'd; andthenceforth 
| brought as a Lamb to the Slaughter, and as "= 
| 4 Shoep before her Shearers is dumb, ſo open- 
ng not 
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"not his Mouth; fo meckly, either 
bearing the Croſs himſelf, or Crucify'd 
on it: When he was Reviled, Reviling not 'S-**: 
| again; When he Suffer d, Threatning not ; 
" | but committing himſelf to him that judgeth 
Ryghteouſly: Andiince (according to the 
| Words immediately foregoing my Text) 
This is acceptable to God; for even hereunto were Verſ2s, 
we call'd : Now particularly let us learn 
- to imitate his Patience, Equanimity, and 
Long-Suffering ; his forgiving Injuries, 
and loving Enenues ; His Bleſſing them that 
Gursd him ; His Praying for them who De- 


G ſpiteful ly 
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of He __ ae troryeteyernt 
eaven, © 

| mirable Word: of Submiffion, <a 

|  ſughi inefftable Tortures; Net as 1 / ha 
| as Thou wilt,/ ar mu. 29} ror 2 5rk ty 
_p And ifwe ſhall dis @ilowt is: Gu 
— cious Steps to Mounc Ga/uery, 'we ſhal 


| ng (0 Si, we ſhall alſobeP: 
| | by living to we 
; ty hereafter, Which: 


- 


the Be, Wat 1k rses; 
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